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Presi dent 6s Message

By Phil Scoles, NSCSS President

Ités been 22 years since NSCSS was f
- a former SCS employee in Alabama. In those early years,
4 NSCSS served its members by providing a platform to share
.| work experiences as business owners, project managers, and
, professional soil scientists. Good things emerged from knowing
that other soil scientists faced the same hurdles that another
member had navigated as well. The identity of the soil scientist
was elevated and many soil science-based firms flourished.
Such successes have rarely rested or
» a competitive environment and some of our services overlap
with weII -organized and represented professions. As NSCSS

¥ benefit from our unity as professional soil SC|ent|sts This is our
£ greatest asset.

This edition of Soil Profiles includes three articles about pro-
posed state licensing or certification of soil scientists in Wash-

R ington, Tennessee, and California. At least fifteen states al-
ready have governing boards for some aspect of soil science work. The rationale for state li-
censing of soil professionals has varied. Sometimes it was to help distinguish the difference
that exists between soil science and geology. In other cases, it was to set a minimum set of
qualifications for professionals performing services that relate to public health, safety, and wel-
fare. And still other times, it was to assure consistency within the profession that the public
deserves when a soil scientist conducts a high intensity soil survey, wetland delineation, or
wastewater treatment evaluation. One undeniable benefit of all of this licensing is elevating soil
scientists to a similar position as engineers, architects, and surveyors.

It also brings together soil scientists on a state level and creates a target for university soil sci-
ence programs. NSCSS, along with the Soil Science of America and other organizations, be-
lieve strongly in state licensing, because these benefits strengthen the profession. Each year,
the NSCSS Board of Directors increase specific line items in its budget to provide matching
funds and/or get direct testimony presented in those states that are proposing state licensing
or certification of soil scientists. The opportunity for licensing in California is potentially the big-
gest opportunity yet. This trend-setter state could blast open the doors for similar licensing in
the remaining 30 or more states. Buckle up, because the ride is going to get real exciting!

A final thought: NSCSS is cognizant that the current economic downturn has affected many of
its members. This organization is very much that discussion and solution platform that James
Brown founded over two decades ago. Each new edition of Soil Profiles will have some help-
ful hints and business strategies to not only survive these times, but come out ahead of the
competition when the economy turns around. Y
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Looking Back and Ahead

By Larry Baldwin, NSCSS Past-President &
Scholarship Committee Chair 2009

I would like to thank the NSCSS organization and its
members for giving me the privilege of serving as
your President!! 2008 was an eventful, interesting,
and productive year. | thought | knew my profession
well, but this experience has greatly broadened my
horizons as to knowing individuals and their different
concerns with our soils profession. Please become 7
directly involved with your professional soil science ]G &
societies. Yes, it does take time away from per- , ' 7 NAGEMENT
sonal interests, but professionally you will reap so | , [
much more than you put into it.

Looking back at 2008 is almost humbling. The following is only a bullet list of major NSCSS
events, functions, and accomplishments:

1 NSCSS 2008 Annual meetings in Myrtle Beach, SC were well attended and informative);

1T NSCSS AHubert Byrdo Schol arships ar e now &esta
American Society of Agronomy (ASA) and the Soil Science Society of America
(SSSA);

1 NSCSS web site at http://www.nscss.org/ __ is updated and modernized,
many thanks to Philip Small);

1 NSCSS Yahoo Discussion Group is to remain as an open forum to all interested
parties;

1 NSCSS logo is updated and modernized (again many thanks Philip and Hannah
Small);

T Built stronger relations with SSSA (renewing MOU, Chapter status, the exploration of a
possible Division status);

1 NSCSS presentations to SSSA-GSA joint meetings in Houston, TX (Pierre Bordenave,
Phil Scoles, and Kari Sever);

1 NSCSS members recognition awards by SSSA to Barrett Kays and Pierre Bordenave;

f§ ADig |I'td Smithsonian Soils Exhibit, NSCSS $10,
ceremonies (M. Cook, R .Berdanier, Nan Gray, Laurel and George Mueller, and Larry
Baldwin);

1 NSCSS participation in the SSSA Board meeting in Estes Park, CO (Kari Sever);

{1 Built stronger relations with U.S. Consortium of Soil Science Associations;

1 Facebook NSCSS Group was established (Mark McClain);

T Linkedin NSCSS Group was established (Philip Small);

1 NSCSS attendance to regional USDA-NCSS meetings (Joe Schuster, Laurel Mueller,

and Philip Small);
1 NSCSS By-Laws recommended revisions (Tom Flack, Phil Scoles, Jim Fincham,
Barrett Kays, and Philip Small);
f NSCSS 2009 Annual meetings in Sacramento, California (Phil Scoles, Sid Davis, Roy
Shlemon, and Terry Cook).
(continued on Page 3)
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(continued from Page 2, Looking Back and Ahead )

f NSCSS direct actions and interactions with state issues pertaining to licensing and/or
regulatory issues in Virginia, Florida, Washington, Tennessee, North Carolina, South
Carolina, and California (Lisa Palazzi, Philip Small, Frank Watts, F.Scott, Pierre Bor -
denave, Kevin Raley, Nan Gray, G.Swecker, John Williams, Phil Scoles, Roy
Shlemon, J.Thorp, Barrett Kays, and Larry Baldwin);

1 Dirté. Th ghttMidintliemovie.org/ ) a separate mass-media soils presentation
and interactions with NSCSS ( Mark McClain, Larry Baldwin, and one of the producers:
Gene Russo;

f NSCSS advert i sSoihSyrvey Horizor$s S (Rlilip Small and Terry Cook);

This is not a complete list of 2008 NSCSS activities or recognition of all members and non-
members who have contributed their valuable time and efforts to furthering your soil science
profession. The soil science profession (academia, government, and private practice) is at a
precipice as to attaining full professional recognition. Without your continued diligence, the soil
science profession still can be diluted and obscured into the general environmental, geo-
science, or regulatory vocations.

fLooking Forward: Phil Scoles your new President, and Mark McClain your new President
-Elect, offer the very best to further your profession and they need your continued support.
| also have been honored and accepted the role of Chair of the NSCSS Board of Directors.
These and continued NSCSS actions will insure a more viable and recognized soil science
profession. Please join the NSCSS in this endeavor through your continued support of
your time, participation, funds, interests, and devotion to your soil science profession. | am
looking forward to working with each of you in 2009. There is still much to be accom-

[I‘||_| .r'.. r1_.|

Foll owing its showing at the National \
10 museums across the country starting in January 2010 through 2013 under the aus-
pices of the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service. For more information
about the traveling exhibition, visit www.sites.si.edu/soils . Additional information
about ADig It! The Se chitpg/forses.si.édu/Siksi | 6 i s

The National Museum of Natural History, located at 10th Street and Constitution Ave-
nue N.W. in Washington, D.C., welcomed more than 7 million visitors in 2007. The mu-
seum is open daily from 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. through Aug. 31 and from 10 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. thereafter. Admission is free.

More information about the museum is available at www.mnh.si.edu or by calling
Smithsonian Information at (202) 633-1000, TTY (202) 633-5285. Yy
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2009 NSCSS Fieldtrip

By Roy Shlemon, Sid Davis, and Terry Cook

Vernal pool mitigation site designed by Sid Davis on the Durixeralf landscape

The National Society of Consulting Scientists met in Sacramento, CA at the Delta King, on

March 4-7, 2009. The Delta King is an old Sacramento River sternwheeler, a sister ship of the

more famous Delta Queen that once plied the Mississippi. The venue also provided easy ac-

cess to railroad and other Aol d Californiado muse.l
Afwatering holes. 0

In addition to the technical sessions, we were treated to a presentation by the Executive and
Assistant Executive Officers for the California Board for Geologists and Geophysicists. Par-
ticular interest focused on the possible ACertifi

The organized fieldtrip took participants east of Sacramento to look at soil-geomorphic rela-
tions of the Pleistocene fluvial terrace and buried channel deposits along the lower American
River. The deposits reflect the alpine glacial history of the Sierra Nevada, a record that is best
preserved by outwash sediments (glacial) and soils (interglacial) in the Central Valley of Cali-
fornia.

We specifically observed the San Joaquin Soil Series, the California State Soil (Abruptic Durix-
eralf), a ~100 ka relict paleosol that caps overbank fine sand and silt associated with the River-
bank formation. The origin of this soil and particularly the genesis of its silcrete duripan were
hotly debated by the group. Of course, no unanimous conclusion was reached, other that
Aimore investigation is required. o

As part of a regional soil chronosequence, we also observed the Redding Soil Series (Abruptic
Durixeralf) associated with older and topographically higher American River terrace deposits
pertaining to the Fair Oaks formation. Based on stratigraphic position, the Redding gravelly
parent material at this locality probably reflects ~400 ka of weathering, albeit modified by possi-
ble eolian influx, by bioturbation, and by local channel incision. (continued on Page 7)
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2008 GSA President 0s
Presented to Roy J. Shlemon

Citation by Robert L. Fuchs to Roy Shlemon

Commissioned in 2007, the President's Medal of the Geological Society of
America will be conferred only on individuals, groups, or entities whose
impact has profoundly enhanced the geoscience profession (a) through
supporting and contributing to the Society; (b) by advancing geosciences,
enhancing professional growth, and/or promoting geosciences in service
of humankind: and/or (c) significantly enlarging the range of scientific
achievement for the growth of our profession.

When you are young and know just about everything, or think

you do, associating with a mentor can be a significant, life-

altering experience. Maybe you are on the verge of losing direc-

tion, maybe you have unanswered career questions, maybe

you need re-st i mul ati on, maybe youdbve come to a crosstr
and the path to your future world is unclear. Be of good

cheer 8 a mentor can guide you. | had an industry mentor for

ten years, from university graduation through graduate school

and out onto the job. It was a gratifying and job-enhancing ex-

perience, to say the least.

In 1994, Roy Shlemon created an endowment with the GSA

Foundation to support applied geology. The initial activity was

student mentoring, and the first expenditure of Shlemon Fund

endowment income was in 1996 for three Shlemon Mentor

workshops at GSA Section meetings. The program has since

grown exponentially d through 2008, 3,000 students have had opportunities to interface with 500
mentor s. Roybés program was the bell cow that | ed
tant service for young geoscientists. By mid-2008, 7,000 students had met with 1,700 profession-

als working in applied geology.

Roybés career has included teaching and research p
as a full-time, multidisciplinary, consulting engineering geologist in southern California. Comfort-

able in both applied geology and academia/research, Roy fully appreciates the importance of co-

operation and coordination between these two fundamental sectors of the science. For geology

students, mentoring presents an early career opportunity to begin this process.

This is the International Year of Pl anet Eart h, o]
people to study the earth sciences at universitie
ol ogy accomplishes this purpose; Roybés role as th
the purpose of the Presidential Medal. (Roy Shlemonbds response
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